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INFO AMCONSUL BRISBANE 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
AMCONSUL PERTH 
AMCONSUL SYDNEY 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 0508 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, AS 

SUB J : WHITLAM ANNOUNCES TARRIF REDUCTIONS 
ON DOMESTIC ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 

REF: CANBERRA A-285 , DECEMBER 5, 1973, 

ITEM 4(NOTAL) 

1. IN FURTHER IMPLEMENTATION OF HIS PROTECTION-REDUCING, 
INDUSTRY-RATIONALIZING, IMPORT-STIMULATING TARRIF POLICY 
(REFAIR), PRIME MINISTER WHITALM ON JAN 23 ANNOUNCED 
ACCEPTANCE WITH MINOR MODIFICATION OF TARRIFF BOARD 
RECOMMENDATIONS REDUCING DUTIES ON VARIETY OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES. 

2. GOODS AFFECTED ARE MAINLY "WHITE GOODS” - REFRIGERATORS, 
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EFFECTIVE IN TWO GROUPS: ONE GROUP NOW DUTIABLE AT 26-30 
PERCENT TO BE IMMEDIATELY SUBJECT TO 25 PERCENT RATE AND 
SECOND GROUP NOW AT 40 PERCENT RATE TO BE RDUCED 
OVER TWYO -YEAR PERIOD TO 25 PERCENT LEVEL. (TEXTS OF 
WHITLAM ANNOUNCEMENT AND TARIFF BOARD REPORT BEING 
POUCHED SEPARTELY). 

3. REACTION REPORTED BY PRESS TOOK CUSTOMARY LINES 

WITH INDUSTRY SPOKESMEN EITHER PREDICTING LARGE EMPLOYMENT 
DISLOCATIONS OR ESPRESSING DOUBT BENEFITS WOULD EVER 
REACH PUBLIC. FEDERABL SECRETARY OF ELECTRICAL TRADES 
UNION DOLAN REPORTEDLY CALLED FOR URGENT ACTU MEETING 
OF UNIONS AFFECTED, AND TO HAVE CRITICIZED GOVERNMENT FOR 
FAILURE AGAIN TO CONSULT UNION MOVEMENT BEFORE TARIFF DECISION. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: ALTHOUGH TARIFF BOARD REPORT UNDER 
PREPARTION FOR SEVERAL MONTHS, TIMING OF ITS RELEASE, 

FOLLOWING PRECEDING DAY'S ANNOUNCMENT 3.6 QUARTERLY CPI 
RISE, MAY NOT BE ENTIRELY COINCIDENTAL. TARIFF MOVE 
HOWEVER SEEMS WEAK MEDICINE BY ITSELF FOR SERIOUS INFLATION 
PRBOLEM THOUGH ITS LONG-RANGE EFFECTS MAY ULTIMATELY 

BE HELPFUL. WE INCLUNED TO SHARE VIEW ESPRESSSED IN 
PRESS ACCOUNTS THAT THESE EFFECTS WILL BE SLOW IN COMING IN 
VIEW STRONG WORLD DEMAND FOR GOOD INQUESTION. 

HARROP 
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